
If you have been around a few years you may remember our 
Confluence group a few years ago that faded because of a lack 
of staffing and perhaps mission. We are coming back around 
with another run with a full-time staff person, a strong leadership 
team, and partner staff from our local churches and MIC. This is 
possible because of some ELCA mission support funds, a Mon-
tana Synod venture capital grant, and housing provided by the 
Wesley House (parsonage) Methodist Campus Ministry group. 
We are thankful for our many partners in this venture and hope for stronger and sustainable launch! Emmaus will 
be a partner in this group and we will invite students to be leaders, staff and participants in it. It will be open to 
all ages and we hope you join us sometime! We welcome back to Missoula, Abby Lynes, as our organizer for the 
renamed Confluence Collective. Abby is an Emmaus alumni from Great Falls who has been working in Bozeman 
as a reporter for the Gazette. We are excited to have her here with us!! See below Abby’s article on how we are 
framing the mission and vision of this new group.

-Building an Inclusive Church (BIC) training Friday, October 11th from 5:30-9 p.m. and Saturday, October 12th 
from 9-5. BIC training supports faith communities to publicly and intentionally welcome people of all sexual ori-
entations, gender identities, and gender expressions. Contact John to sign up or visit reconcilingworks.org/bic for 
more info.
-Faith and Climate Action Lunch Wednesday, Oct. 16th at noon. Please join our organizing team and local clergy 
to talk about next steps for our organization. Your presence will be most appreciated and lunch is provided!! 532 
University
-Oktoberfest Sunday, October 27th, 5-8 in the Home Arts Building at the Fairgrounds. Join us for classic fare, live 
music, and live and silent auctions. Tickets available from the Emmaus office or at the door. We are also gladly ac-
cepting donations for the auction.
-Service of Installation for Rev. Stacey Siebrasse Tuesday, October 29th, 1 p.m. at Immanuel Lutheran Church. 
Stacey is an Emmaus alum who has been synodically called as a Community Organizer for Missoula Interfaith 
Collaborative. Lunch will be served at noon. Please RSVP to stacey@micmt.org by October 18th.
-Unplugged every Wednesday night at 7. A time of stories, music, arts and contemplation. 532 University
-Dinner and Discussion every Sunday from 6-7:30. Join us for a free home-cooked meal, time to build friendships 
and community, and open and honest conversations about the harder questions of life, faith, justice, relationships, 
doubts, and everything else. 532 University
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Emmaus Campus Ministry
is a ministry of ELCA Lutherans in 

partnership with the Episcopalians 
and United Church of Christ. We 

are a Reconciled in Christ Ministry, 
welcoming students of all perspectives 

and identities.

We’re stronger together — there’s no doubt about it. 
That’s the reason why Emmaus, several mainline and Lutheran 
churches and other groups like Missoula Interfaith Collaborative 
have partnered to form The Confluence Collective, an exciting new 
project bringing together people from diverse ages and backgrounds 
to reimagine faith and its role in healing the world. 
Grounded in the Christian tradition, Confluence seeks to reclaim 
the Christian story from systems of opression and fundamentalism. 
Historically, Christianity has been used to justify injustices such as 
the crusades, slavery, patriarchy, genocide of indigenous people and 
culture, and abuse of the land. Many people today are feeling discon-
nected and weary of what Christians bring to the table. We hope to 
change that by going back into the original story of a people’s move-
ment that seeks liberation for the oppressed and quality of life for 
all. It will be a process of detangling from centuries of Roman impe-
rialism, coloniztion of our own country, and even our own perceived 
privileges, and reclaiming its purpose to create a more equitable and 
compassionate world. 
We believe in dignity for all, and we aim to achieve that through radi-
cal welcome and uplifting the unseen and overlooked. This means 
standing up for people on the margins in real and impactful ways. 
Each month, we will focus on a different issue, spending one week 
on learning, one on reflection, one on expression or grounding, and 
a final week on community organizing and relationship-building. Our 
goal is to create an open and safe space where all voices are valued 
and heard and deeper connections will be made.  
Confluence is meant to be an engaged community, and we won’t shy 
away from asking the hard questions. Topics we cover could center 
around politics, climate change, sexuality, racism, feminism, immigra-
tion and more. Much of what we do will depend on what feels impor-
tant to the community, as we are operating under a shared leadership 
model.
Confluence is open to anyone who wants to be involved, from stu-
dents to seniors, and we hope you’ll join us. If its something that com-
pliments your Sunday morning worship, if its your primary group, or 
if you just want to check it out sometime, you are welcome here! Our 
launch date is
November 3 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., at UCC church, with more details 
forthcoming. Anyone interested in being part of this new movement 
can reach out to lead organizer 
Abby Lynes at abigail.lynes@gmail.com.

The Confluence Collective: Reclaiming the 
Christian story to heal the world by Abby Lynes
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Meet the Residents

Laura Grooms is a Junior born in Minnesota but raised in Asia, Minne-
sota and Florida. Majoring in Anthropology and minoring in Media Arts. 
She is also a Scuba Diving Instructor! 

Leonard Ormseth was born in the turbid waters of the Missouri river and now studies Hy-
drology. After many rounds of voting by the Emmaus inner council, he has been promoted 
to second coolest person in Emmaus by unanimous decision. This is from a previously 
unranked position last year.

Jeremiah Ormseth is a Junior studying Computer Science. In what many 
saw as an upset, he has now fallen to the current ranking of third coolest 
person at Emmaus, down from first only one year ago.

Eleanor is a physics and astronomy major at UM. She loves Pluto, play-
ing the Euphonium, Ultimate Frisbee, and her dogs.

Brendan Howell is a junior from Knoxville, Tennessee, studying wildlife biology. He enjoys 
climbing, road trips, and eating hummus.

Megan Kleen is a sophomore studying K-12 Art education. In her free 
time, she enjoys hiking, playing guitar, and spending time on the river.

Raina Woolworth is from Mississippi and came to the University of Montana to do work on 
climate change. She loves running, hugs, and red wolves.

Diandra Lewis is a graduate student from India who is studying ecology 
and evolution. She loves  eading, singing and dancing, and thinks that 
animals are the best things life has to offer.

Ben Peterson is studying elementary education at the University of Montana. Ben is a 
musician when he has a chance and loves when he gets a chance to use that to help con-
tribute to different churches and causes.

Daniel Duensing is a sophomore, originally from Colorado Springs, Colorado. He is study-
ing photojournalism and secondary education at the University of Montana. Daniel spends 
his free time trail running and skating.
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Alumni Updates
-Congratulations to Kevin Beebe!! Kevin married Kelsey Peterson in a September 7 ceremony at Flat-
head Lutheran Bible Camp with Pastor John presiding. Kevin was also recently ordained in the ELCA 
and took a first call at Spirit Alive! Church in Kenosha, Wisconsin. Kelsey is ordained in the UCC Church 
and is doing a specialized workshop ministry that can be seen at dancingpastor.com. We wish Kelsey and 
Kevin many blessings as they start out in this new venture of life together!
-Abby Lynes is back at Emmaus! Abby received her B.A. in Journalism in 2018 and spent a year working
for the Bozeman Daily Chronicle. Abby is joining our staff to lead the Confluence ministry.
- Maya Overman moved to San Francisco and is working as a barista.

We have had a very productive summer thanks to Leonard Ormseth, 
a student who stayed on with us as an apprentice, and to our many 
volunteers including: Mick Hanson, Charlie Thorn, Don Church, Adri-
an Hoye, Lee Christianson, and Allen Sasser-Goehner. This summer 
we were able to:
- Put in a paver patio around our new fireplace
- Dig under two sidewalks and run sprinklers to the Arthur St. boule-
vard grass
- Cut about 100 21/4 inch holes through the interior walls of Emmaus 
House between each wall stud and then blow insulation to get us to 
R15 in all of the walls on the first and second floors. This is a huge 
improvement as they have been hollow all of these years! Of course, 
we followed
up with mud work, patching, texturing and painting both floors.
- Built a new wheel-chair accessible ramped sidewalk at Emmaus 
House that is now running from the front sidewalk, along the west 
fence, and then turns and ramps up to the new porch. We have large 
retaining blocks on the ramped part and new poured sidewalk along 
the whole way!
- Poured new sidewalks to access the bike shed and University St.
- Poured a foundation and 4 posts for a wood shed along the back 
fence so that we can keep firewood dry for the firepit.
- Replaced the back door on the Ark as the old one would not close 
properly.

Building and Grounds Update:
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“Like” us on Facebook!
Emmaus Campus Ministry at the University of Montana.

NOTE:  Forwarding addresses and returned 

newsletters cost the ministry $0.55 each. 

If you have an address change or wish to 

stop receiving newsletters or receive e-news 

instead, please contact us at ecmumt@

gmail.com or (406) 549-7821 to update your 

information.

Thank you for your help in minimizing this 

expense!
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Volunteer:  We have a very active building and grounds crew who do most of the repairs and mainte-
nance of our two buildings. You can contact Pastor John to sign up for these activities. If you are inter-
ested in other types of volunteer work, please contact Kristen at ecmumt@gmail.com and we will find a 
way to utilize your unique gifts!

Cook a meal:  We offer one meal per week to our student group which is usually cooked by fellow stu-
dents. Having a guest cook and participant is a welcome gift!

Thrivent Action Team Grants:  If you are a Thrivent member you can apply for two $250 grants each 
year. Please call or email Pastor John if you would like to support us in this way.

Donate items to Oktoberfest:  We are already thinking about our 2019 Oktoberfest! Please email Kristen 
at ecmumt@gmail.com if you would like to donate a live or silent auction item.

Thrivent Choice Dollars:  We are blessed with donors who direct their Thrivent Choice Dollars to Em-
maus. This is a great way for Thrivent members to support us!
Donate via mail or on our website at ecmum.org

Ways to Support Emmaus

Return Service Requested


