
Looking back recently, I realized that I have been almost leav-
ing church much of my adult life. It started in high school with 
a pastor who didn’t understand youth and a congregation that 
didn’t seem to do anything interesting or worthwhile to me.  It 
didn’t help that I am tone deaf and singing was stressful for 
me and worship in general felt passive and boring.  It contin-
ued with my questions, “Are half my friends and all of the non-
Christians really going to hell? That doesn’t make sense if we 
really have an all-loving God!”
I was held in at first by a camp director who hired me despite 
a bad reference from my pastor, and a camp community that 
took in and lifted up everyone, no matter what. I was also held 
in by my campus pastor and a community who walked with me 
in the questions and in the darkness of my own life. 
Campus ministry taught me about racism and sexism and the 
treatment of native and people of color and what it means to 
be hungry and poor. Campus ministry and outdoor ministry 
challenged me and asked me to do something worthwhile and 
meaningful with my life and not to run from the pain of the 
world. Through those ministries I was able to imagine faith 
community that gives life to all people and cares for the earth 
and makes a difference in the world.  They also helped me 
realize that we need grounded community and we need each 
other to do this work.  Through those communities I was in-
spired to go from a physics degree to a masters of sociology, 
and finally to an MDiv. 
But... It’s hard to be the church in a country that puts individ-
ualism and the right to accumulate wealth first, that bows to 
corporate greed, and devalues women and perpetuates rac-
ism and denies its own history and is killing our earth, and tells 
the poor they need to suck it up or die. And its hard to be the 
church when most of the Christians seem to perpetuate and 
applaud those actions and when our churches are immobi-

lized out of fear and self-preservation, often holding onto 
a medieval theology we are not sure we believe and which 
gives little life, with members afraid to follow that prophet 
by which we are named. 
Despite the challenges, this church has held me in through 
community, connections, mentors, deep friendships and a 
collective vision of God’s love for all life.  I seriously thought 
about quitting most of my first 10-15 years of ordination 
and even in my early years of campus ministry. Some-
times, this is hard and despairing work. It has been col-
leagues, friends, parishioners, students and mentors that I 
have talked to and wrestled with and who have kept me go-
ing for all of these years. We all support each other in this 
work, and our relationships are so important and sacred for 
us to keep going.
Together, as church, we bear the deep pain of the people 
and world around us and of each other.  We listen to and 
hold the fear, anxiety, despair and holy heresies of our peo-
ple.  Together we carry and lift up a vision of possibility, 
healing, liberation and life for all as first described by the 
prophets and then profoundly by Jesus. Together we are 
helping each other find our own passion and power, and 
we are helping the church find its way to be an agent of 
change and healing in our world. 
 I used to think I was the oddball.  But now, it seems that a 
lot of people are leaving these days for similar reasons.  Its 
hard when I see students so afraid to even call themselves 
Christian, but I get it.  Its hard knowing that most of them 
would be gone from any religious life if our group didn’t ex-
ist.  And yet, they show up when it feels safe and relevant.  
They show up if they can be fully themselves and connect 
in a significant way with other people.  They show up when 
there is a possibility of hope and action for positive change.  
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by Pastor John Lund

Summer Intergenerational Book Group
June: Inspired: Slaying Giants, Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible 
Again, Rachel Held Evans June 26
July: Reading the Bible from the Margins, Miguel A. De La Torre July 31
August: Shameless: A Sexual Revolution, ELCA Rev. Nadia Bolz-Weber
August 21, 532 University Ave 7pm for each event. 

All are welcome. Some free books are available thanks to a Thrivent Ac-
tion Team Grant (please contact John or Pastor Molly at Immanuel Lu-
theran.

John's
Article
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Hello New Staff 

Congratulations and 
good  luck to those leaving 

Laura Grooms Sydney Bollinger

• Caity Zimmerman from the Livingston area, graduated with a law degree 
and will be clerking at the Montana Supreme Court.

• Alishka Gusky from Missoula, completed classroom portion of her teach-
ing degree and will be student teaching in the fall

• Maddy Staley from Pennsylvania, serving with Mission Year
• Soren Ormseth from Great Falls, going for his PhD in Physics at the Univ. 

of Wisconsin 
• Anna Iler from Powell, Wyoming, graduated with a law degree
• Sarah Nesci from Connecticut, finishing up AmeriCorp year with Missoula 

Interfaith Collaborative
• Anna Iler from Powell, Wyoming, graduated with a law degree and will be 

working for Billings firm
• Jessie Hampton, graduated with Environmental Studies. Many thanks for 

her leadership of Faith and Climate Action and all of her graphic design 
work.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Allen Sasser-Goehner, 
Immanuel (President)
Allison De Jong, Our Savior’s, 
Bonner
Barb Christian, University 
Congregational Church
David P. Dickman (Treasurer), 
St. Paul
Phil Guay UCC Church
Debbie Lutes, St. Paul
Lee Christianson, Atonement
Patrick Dye (Secretary), 
Atonement

STAFF
Rev. John Lund

ELCA Campus Pastor 
(406) 396-4974 

john.lund@umontana.edu

Kristen Comstock
Admin, Payroll and Account-

ing

Laura Grooms
Graphic Design & Commu-

nications

Leonard Ormseth
Emmaus Grounds

Sydney Bollinger
Faith & Action Coordinator

Megan Kleen
Peer Minister

Emmaus Campus Ministry
is a ministry of ELCA Lutherans in 

partnership with the Episcopalians 
and United Church of Christ. We 

are a Reconciled in Christ Ministry, 
welcoming students of all perspectives 

and identities.

Hi! I moved to Montana from 
Minnesota in 2017 to persue 
a Bachelor in Fine Arts. I am 
passionate about traveling and 
learning about new cultures. 

Hello. I'm a graduate student in 
Environmental Studies at UM. 
I'm interested the connections 
between the natural world and 
spirituality.

They also need community, vision, hope, deep friendships, mutual support, spir-
itual grounding, and a network of people to change and heal the world with.  
They show up for many of the pieces of what we call church, and I believe they 
are hungry for more.   There is a deep longing for connection and hope.  
I wonder what God is stirring up in us right now.  How do we the church adapt, 
change and create spaces for the many outsiders to engage?  Maybe its an op-
portunity to dream and imagine and try something new.  We need each other 
now more than ever.  May we find ways to hold each other in and carry the hope 
and vision of God’s love and healing for our world together. 



2018-19 Program Highlights
1. Emmaus resident community: this year 
our wonderfully diverse resident community 
included law students, a PhD student from 
India, and students from many different faith 
backgrounds. We currently have spots for 11 
residents with plans to add one more room. 
This group commits to meeting weekly, en-
gaging in hospitality, and being the core of our 
Emmaus community.

2. Weekly student events: on Wednesdays we 
met for “Unplugged,” an open space time for 
stories, music, art and reflection. On Sundays 
we met for “Dinner and Discussion.” Top-
ics this year included “Love your enemies?,” 
“Gender, identity and power,” and “Sexuality 
and relationships.” We regularly had 10-15 
students in attendance.

3. Outreach worship team: our team of 8 stu-
dents and young adults lead worship and gave 
the message at churches in Helena, Missoula 
and Bonner.

4. San Francisco Spring Break Service/Learn-
ing Trip: 13 students joined us on our trips. High-
lights included a worship service at HER Church, 
visiting a Sikh temple, doing nighttime homeless 
outreach with the Night Ministry team, and a trip 
to the beach.

5. Winter and fall retreats: in September we did 
a rafting and camping trip on the Blackfoot River. 
On a very cold weekend in February we stayed at 
a cabin on Georgetown Lake and enjoyed fellow-
ship and discussion, delicious meals, and relax-
ing by the fire. Some brave students even ven-
tured out for cross-country skiing!

6. Standing Alongside America’s Muslims 
(SALAM): our SALAM coordinators this year 
were Ayat Madud and Kelcie Murphy. SALAM 
has a full working group made up of UM faculty, 
students and staff, as well as community mem-
bers, clergy and church folks. The focus this 
year was the third annual Celebrate Islam Week, 
which featured Asmaa Albukaie, Boise’s first 
Syrian refugee, speaking on“Heart-Love: A Mus-
lim Mother’s Journey Into America;” a fabulous 
banquet prepared by refugee and immigrant 
families; a film screening, panel and discussion; 
and an Arabic Calligraphy workshop.
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9. Pastor connections on campus and in the community: in the 
fall Pastor John taught a one credit Honor College freshman 
course called Finding Your Path with 20 students. He preached 
several times at our local ELCA churches and worked closely 
with community organizations such as the Missoula Interfaith 
Collaborative, Empower Montana, and the YWCA.

7. Faith and Climate Action: our leader this year was Jessie 
Hampton, an environmental studies graduate student. Along 
with education, discussion and community-building, our focus 
was working for passage of a constitutional initiative to protect 
our state’s waterways and several environmental preservation 
bills presented in the state legislature.

8. Anti-racism and LGBT ally work: Emmaus was a partner in 
planning the Martin Luther King Day community celebration 
and we are continuing to work with other community partners to 
build a racial justice coalition in Missoula. We extended a special 
welcome to LGBT students as we kicked off the school year with 
our “All are Welcome” barbeque and partnered with the ELCA 
organization ReconcilingWorks to advocate for the full welcome, 
inclusion, and equity of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and 
queer people in the church.
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1. Hilary Heskett, Kalispell, working as Physical Thera-
pist in Tucson, AZ
2. Jesse Weis, Stevensville, PhD in Psychology, Univer-
sity of Alabama
3. Lindsey Buck, Great Falls, PhD in Economics, Uni-
versity of Connecticut
4. Dan Sager, Hamilton, PhD is Psychology, The Wright 
Institute
5. Miriam (Brown) Duseybury, MD at Edward Via Col-
lege of Osteopathic Medicine
6. Cara Zou, Missoula, MD program at the University of 
Washington
7. Brittany Christensen, Powell, MD at the University of 
Washington
8. Paige Ely, Seattle, MD program at the University of 
Washington
9. Daniel Viehland, MDiv, Wesley Theological Semi-
nary, Methodist pastor in Townsend
10. Lindsay Ross-Hunt, MDiv, Bexley Seabury Semi-
nary, priest at St. Paul Episcopal, Bellingham
11. Mary Dickman, Kalispell, MDiv, Lutheran Theologi-
cal Southern Seminary, vicar at Trinity
Lutheran Church in Greenville, South Carolina

12. Kevin Beebe, MDiv, Pacific Lutheran Theological 
Seminary, in the call process, getting
married in September to Kelsey Peterson at FLBC 
camp.
13. Annela Rova, Arlee, MDiv, Pacific Lutheran Theo-
logical Seminary, second year student
14. Colter Murphy, Missoula, youth director at Faith 
Lutheran, Chico, CA
15. Luke Stappler, Kalispell, Environmental educator in 
Helena and FLBC
16. Eamon Ormseth, Great Falls, working for Notre 
Dame University, internship in Morocco this
summer
17. Micah Drew, Grad school in Health and Human 
Performance, Boise State
18. Kathleen Heiskell, Spokane, school social worker in 
Polson
19. Natalie Newberry, Kalispell, teaching English in 
China
20. Abby Lynes, Great Falls, reporter for the Bozeman 
Chronicle
21. Reagan Colyer, Seattle, working at MSU Bozeman
22. Jessica Wurzel, teaching science in an Alaskan 
village

Alumni Updates



2018-19 Financial Highlights
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Atonement Lutheran - Missoula
Bethany Lutheran - Dutton
Bethel Lutheran - Great Falls Bethlehem 
Lutheran - Kalispell
Christ Lutheran Church - Libby
Faith Lutheran Church - Hamilton Lutheran 
Campus Ministry MSU
New Hope Lutheran Church - Great Falls 
Northridge Lutheran - Kalispell
Our Redeemer's Lutheran - Helena
Our Redeemer's Lutheran WELCA - Helena 
Our Savior's Lutheran-Columbia Falls
Our Savior's Lutheran Church - Bonner Our 
Savior's Lutheran Church - Laurel
Our Savior's WELCA - Columbia Falls
Our Savior's WELCA - Laurel
Our Saviour's Lutheran Church - Box Elder 

Pella Lutheran - Sidney
Plentywood WELCA
Redeemer Lutheran - Great Falls Redeem-
er Lutheran - Livingston
Shepherd of the Valley - Townsend
St John's Lutheran - Westby
St. John's Lutheran - Helena
St. Paul Lutheran - Missoula
St. Paul Lutheran - Fairfield
University Congregational Church
Volmer Lutheran Church
Women in Mission - St. Paul Lutheran
Zion Lutheran Church - Lewistown
Zion Lutheran Trust - Lewistown

Church Donors Business Donors
Christian & Samson, PLLC
Christian Realty, LLC
Thrivent Financial (Lee 
Christianson 
Jus Chillin
Karin Fodness LCSW
Mann Mortgage
Prince of Peace Lutheran
Rhino Bar
Ruby's Cafe
Superior Hardwoods
Geiszler Steele PC
Fact and Fiction
Buffalo Wild Wings
Sorella's Day Spa
Dillard's

The Ranch Club
Outback Steakhouse
Montana Natural His-
tory Center Rockin 
Rudy's
Market on Front
The Dram
Shop
Pita Pit and Taco Sano
Zimmerman Ranches
Monkey Bar Gymna-
sium
The Good Food Store
Flathead Lutheran 
Bible Camp

Grants Received May 2018 - April 2019
We were blessed to recieve support from 7 gener-

ous granting organizations this past year. 
Thank you!

Hetzel Foundation $2,000
The Episcopal Diocese of Montana 
$2,000
Lilly Endownment Inc. CMTEV 
$18,333
The Maristuen Family Fund of InFaith 
Community Foundation $1,000
Thrivent Financial Action Teams $750
ELCA Campus Ministry $8,727
Montana Synod Campus Ministry 
$30,617

-$31,286 in Donations, split al-
most equally between Individuals 
and Congregations
-Thanks especially to Lilly En-
dowment Inc. for the Campus 
Ministry Theological Exploration 
of Vocation grant 
-Thank you to the dedicated lead-
ership of our Board of Directors 
and to our volunteers, especially 
Mick Hanson and Virginia Lund
-Thank you to our 79 individual 
donors!

 Assets
 Current Assets

 Fixed Assets 

Total Assets

Liabilities & Equity

 Current Liabilities 

 Long Term Liabilities

Total Liabilities

Total Equity

Total Liabilities & Equity

131,520 

865,421 

996,941

5,330 

48,763 

54,093

942,848

996,941

Financial Position, April 30, 2019

Income
 Donations

 ELCA and Synod Support 

 Grants

 Rental

 Oktoberfest

 Other Income

Total Income 
Expense
 Buildings

 Oktoberfest

 Operations

 Program

 Renovations

	 Salaries,	Benefits,	and	Payroll

Total Expense

 Net Income

31,286 

39,344

 24,083 

48,022

 21,737

5,626 

170,099

11,793

1,453 

10,260 

10,303 

4,344 

126,423 

164,575
 5,524

Sources of Income 
May 2018 - April 2019

Expense,
May 2018 - April 2019

Income & Expense, 
May 2018 - April 2019
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“Like” us on Facebook!
Emmaus Campus Ministry at the University of Montana.

NOTE:  Forwarding addresses and returned 

newsletters cost the ministry $0.55 each. 

If you have an address change or wish to 

stop receiving newsletters or receive e-news 

instead, please contact us at ecmumt@

gmail.com or (406) 549-7821 to update your 

information.

Thank you for your help in minimizing this 

expense!
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Volunteer:  We have a very active building and grounds crew who do most of the repairs and mainte-
nance of our two buildings. You can contact Pastor John to sign up for these activities. If you are inter-
ested in other types of volunteer work, please contact Kristen at ecmumt@gmail.com and we will find a 
way to utilize your unique gifts!

Cook a meal:  We offer one meal per week to our student group which is usually cooked by fellow stu-
dents. Having a guest cook and participant is a welcome gift!

Thrivent Action Team Grants:  If you are a Thrivent member you can apply for two $250 grants each 
year. Please call or email Pastor John if you would like to support us in this way.

Donate items to Oktoberfest:  We are already thinking about our 2019 Oktoberfest! Please email Kristen 
at ecmumt@gmail.com if you would like to donate a live or silent auction item.

Thrivent Choice Dollars:  We are blessed with donors who direct their Thrivent Choice Dollars to Em-
maus. This is a great way for Thrivent members to support us!
Donate via mail or on our website at ecmum.org

Ways to Support Emmaus

Return Service Requested


