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Leaning into Future Church
By Rev. John Lund
Recently the ELCA 
has approved a new 
initiative called 
Future Church 
with the expressed 
intention to have  “a 
renewed purpose to 
activate the entire 

church so that more people may 
know the way of Jesus and discover 
community, justice and love.” The 
goals of this initiative are to build a 
thriving church that:
1. engages more new, young, and 
diverse people
2. is rooted in tradition and is 
radically relevant
3. is connected and sustainable 
with a common purpose and 
direction.
As a way forward the ELCA is 
reorganizing around three areas of 
focus:  
1. Christian Community and 
Leadership
2. Innovation
3. Service and Justice
I am struck by how much this looks 
like the first three lines of an ELCA 
campus ministry mission statement 
as well as three of our top organizing 
priorities. This has been our mission 
for years and we have gone through 
many trials, failures and successes 
along the way. Together we have 
sharpened and learned through 
shared leadership, adaptation, and 

innovation. I hope that the church 
will listen to the stories and wisdom 
of where we have been. We all need 
to listen to seasoned practitioners, 
actual young adults, and many diverse 
voices and perspectives. After 15 years 
I certainly don’t have all the answers, 
but I can offer these first few thoughts 
to get the ball rolling:
1. Move beyond worship as the 
primary way that we gather: I realize 
how meaningful and central worship 
is to our current congregations.  
But worship (in all of our common 
forms) is not what is engaging or 
meaningful for most young adults.  
Are we ready to listen to what young 
adults might actually be interested 
in?  Are we ready to be innovative and 
reconsider where our staffing, time, 
and resources go? I do think there is a 
desire for grounding work and sacred 
space. What might this look like?
2. Talk less about diversity as a 
goal (or a trophy) and lean more deeply 
into the impacts of colonization and 
racism. Are we willing to talk about 
systematic racism, work to de-center 
whiteness, hire BIPOC staff, work as 
allies, and take risks for the sake of 
justice? Diversity may happen as a 
biproduct of the deeper restorative 
work.
3. Worry less about who is 
Christian or not: so many of our 
students won’t identify as Christian 
anymore. Either they have serious 
questions or doubts about God or 

JOIN US FOR ADVENT!
For everyone:
Deep Space, Ecology and 
God
Sundays at 7 p.m. - 11/29, 
12/6 and 12/13
Contemplate our cosmic 
history, the journey of life 
on our planet, and how we 
might claim “God with us” in 
this Advent season.

For students, alumni, and 
young adults:
Wandering with the Holy 
Family
Thursdays at 7 p.m. - 12/3, 
12/10 and 12/17
Walk into the story of 
Mary, Joseph, Elizabeth, 
the angels, and of course 
the Baby Jesus. Look at the 
surprises, risks, choices, 
and visions of the primary 
actors in this saga and 
consider what their stories 
mean for us today.

*Link for Advent meetings 
on page 2
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Jesus or they are embarrassed to be called a Christian in our current social 
climate. Can a young adult show up with all of their heresies and really be 
welcome?
4. Talk about and engage in the real and hard issues of the day. We 
need places of moral deliberation and discussion. Where can we listen to 
other perspectives and developed informed opinions? Where can we share 
deeply about what we care about? How do we engage together to make a 
difference in our community in a way that matters? Are we organizing 
with other non-profits and bringing our people into collaborative work 
that is living out the Gospel in our world?
Maybe its time for a new reforming of what it means to be Christian in 
our country. I pray the ELCA has the theology, adaptability, repentant 
inclination, and vision to help make it happen.

Link for Advent meetings:
us02web.zoom.us/j/82324717414

Password: 362171
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By Garrett Miglin
Living in the Emmaus community 
is such a blessing. From the day 
I moved in, the people here have 
welcomed me with open arms and 
open hearts. I got to know the fellow 
Emmaus residents at our weekly 
meetings, chatting while we waited 
to get started, making small talk in the food queue, and 
cheering on the badminton court. Before the weather 
turned, the group went on a camping trip and floated 
down the Blackfoot. This lackadaisical adventure 
seemed to me to foreshadow the multifaceted values 

of the community: empowerment, learning, challenging each 
other to take risks, and sharing stories in the quiet reflection of 
natural beauty. It is a privilege to be here, to learn about people’s 
lives and share these experiences. 
Living at Emmaus is inspiring. Just take physical beauty of Ark. 
Its history, location, the natural wood interior, and cozy gas 
fireplace all make living here a privilege beyond words. But it 
is the people within the walls, mingling in the yard or sitting 
socially distant while Zooming together, that really set Emmaus 
apart. It makes you want to participate, even though we can’t 
be together in person. I’ve tried twice to make dinner for our 
group, and I needed help on both occasions to get it done. When 
there was a need, people stepped up to pitch in. We are not on 
our own here. 
This is a different Christian community from anything I’ve 
experienced before. Being part of this group has given me the 
space to think about God, Jesus, and the creation from all sorts 
of different angles. More than I would have thought possible. 
I might paraphrase the purpose of this group “show, don’t tell 
(but do tell us what you think).” This group is strengthened by 
diversity of thought and commitment to justice and love. I am 
lucky to be a part of it. 

By Emily Walling
When I joined Emmaus 
back in June, it was 
under the impression 
that I would be leaving at 
the end of the summer. 
I graduated and had to 
leave student housing, 
and I had heard from 
a friend that living in 
the Emmaus was wonderful. I was excited to 
spend a few months in a nice apartment with 
plenty of friendly faces. Little did I know that 
the job I had had lined up in Japan for months 
would have to be put on hold due to covid. I 
was suddenly very appreciative of the Emmaus 
community since I was no longer meeting 
people in classes, and most of my friends had 
graduated with me and went off to start life 
after college. Through the various trips; rafting, 
camping, cutting firewood in the mountains 
as well as the weekly meetings, I began to feel 
a deep appreciation for Emmaus and the time 
I spent with it. I feel extremely fortunate that 
I could have stayed here for the past seven 
months, and if I had it my way, I’d continue 
to stay here for another seven. However the 
time has come for me to finally start my career, 
and when I leave that first week in January, it 
will be with sadness at leaving this wonderful 
community behind, and with a feeling of 
deep gratitude for the time I spent here. It was 
exactly what I needed before transitioning into 
life after college. 

Reflections
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Please Support Emmaus

Invest With Us
Donate online 
at ecmum.org!

Contact us for 
more giving 

options!

We hope to raise 
$30,000 and have 

raised $19,000 so far!

Please send checks to:
538 University Ave

Missoula, MT 59801


