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What Campus Mini stry Mean s to Me

What’s Happening

 by Madelynne Staley

Four years ago, I was a shy college freshman unsure of who I was or what I wanted out of life. I remember wandering around 
the activity fair during freshman orientation, picking up nearly every flier from each booth and putting myself on dozens of 
mailing lists, hoping that one club or activity would help me find my “place” during college. Luckily, I found campus ministry, 
and while I am still searching and discovering who I am, it has played a crucial role in my self-discovery and growing faith in 
God.

Campus ministry helped me to find a community that loved and accepted me exactly as I was, but still encouraged me to 
go deeper in my faith and relationship with God. It helped me find people who, like me, were on their path of self-discovery, 
giving all of us friends for the journey. We could rely on each other when life got tough, knowing we would be cared and 
prayed for. 

Campus ministry helped me find my vocation. I started out my college career as an undeclared major with no clue what I 
wanted to do with my life. Through vocational conversations and initiatives, I found my strengths, weaknesses, and passions. 
More importantly, I discovered how to take what I loved and use it to find not just a career I love, but a way of life that allows 
me to flourish in what I love to do.

Most importantly, campus ministry helped me to deepen my relationship with God. Though college can be very stressful, I had 
a group of friends to remind me the God loves me no matter what happens. It gave me opportunities to serve my community 
and share my faith with others. It allowed me to be vulnerable in a place that was safe and compassionate. Now, I know I want 
to cultivate spaces like that as a campus minister one day.

Dinner and Discussion

Sundays from 6–7:30 pm at Emmaus House (532 University 
Ave). A free homecooked meal, time to build friendships and 
community, and open & honest conversations about the 
harder questions of life, faith, justice, relationships, doubts, 
and everything else.

Unplugged

Wednesdays at 7 pm at Emmaus House (532 University 
Ave). An open space time of stories, music, arts and 
contemplation. Our theme during Lent “Wilderness 
wanderings: contemplating suffering/compassion, 
inspiration, and hope.”

San Francisco Spring Break Trip

Spring break is almost here! Our service/learning trip 
will take place March 22-31 and focuses on immersion 
experiences and conversations about issues of 
homelessness and poverty, racism, Immigration, LGBTQ+ 
history and advocacy, and much more. We will sleep in 
churches, explore the city and get to the ocean.

 
Annual Emmaus Banquet

Please join us at our annual banquet! It will be held at 6pm 
on Wednesday, May 1st at University Congregational Church. 
All supporters and friends of Emmaus are welcome.

Celebrate Islam Week 

Events April 8-12. Details on page 3.
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NEW STAFF MEMBERS

Kristie Speck
Development and Alumni Relations

Kristie Speck is from New England, where she 
spent 25 years teaching yoga, raising kids and 
building community through performing and 
multimedia arts. Kristie gets excited about the 
spiritual side of show-biz, how it brings people 
together, celebrates diversity and encourages 
wonder. Currently she sings for the Symphony 
and is working on an album of traditional Amer-
ican Songs to be premiered on a Southland tour 
this spring. 

Lexie Pickett
Development and Alumni Relations 

Lexie Pickett is a junior at UM studying commu-
nication and non-profit administration. She’s 
excited to be part of the Emmaus team and 
thankful UM has such a great community. Lexie 
works on development and encourages every-
one to check out our new website and follow us 
on social media.

Kelcie Murphy
SALAM Coordinator 

Kelcie Murphy is a senior at the UM Davidson 
Honors College studying Central and Southwest 
Asian Studies and Arabic. Prior to attending 
UM, she lived in Morocco, Israel, Palestine, and 
Turkey where she studied Arabic and worked 
with students and refugees. She is thrilled to 
work with SALAM to engage the Missoula 
community with Islam and its followers as well 
as provide a safe and welcoming atmosphere 
for Missoula’s Muslim community to thrive. 

Megan Kleen
Peer Minister 

Megan Kleen is a freshman at UM studying K-12 
Art Education. She is serving as a Peer Minis-
ter and has been planning outreach worship 
services and the Wednesday night Unplugged 
group. Megan says its been awesome getting to 
know the Emmaus group!

Maddy Staley
Intern 

Madelynne Staley is a senior English major from 
Carlisle, Pennsylvania. She is a campus ministry 
intern at Emmaus for the spring semester. She 
enjoys reading, music, and deep conversations. 
She is loving life in Montana so far and is 
excited to see what it has in store for her.
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Come join SALAM and sponsors for Missoula’s 4th annual Celebrate Islam Week! Delight in Iraqi, Syrian, Congo-
lese, and Pakistani food while listening to a refugee’s journey to America. Following our opening banquet, join us 
to discuss women in religion, watch a film, hear from a PhD student who has worked in refugee camps in Iraq, and 
learn Arabic calligraphy.

If you would like more information or would like to volunteer for set up or take down contact SALAM Coordinator 
Kelcie Murphy at salammissoula@gmail.com.

EVENT SCHEDULE:

Celebrate Islam Week

Monday April 8th (5:30-7:30PM)
Opening Banquet and Keynote at the 
First Presbyterian Church

Delicious dinner cooked by refugee families. Asmaa Albukaie, Boise’s 
first Syrian refugee, speaks on “Heart-Love: A Muslim Mother’s Journey 
Into America.”

Tuesday April 9th (12-2PM)
“Finding a Place in Religion: Women in 
Interfaith” in University Hall 210

Wednesday April 10th (7-9PM)
“Me and the Mosque” film in LA 011

Thursday April 11th (6-8PM)
“How Islamic faith and cultural identity 
affect Muslim refugee wellbeing” in 
Jeanette Rankin Hall 202

Friday April 12th (6-8PM)
Arabic Calligraphy Workshop in UC 331

Jewish, Muslim, Christian, and Amskapi Piikani Blackfeet women 
discuss differences and similarities in religion, culture, and individuality 
as women of faith. Join Rabbi Laurie Franklin of Har Shalom, Asmaa 
Albukaie of Boise, Sister Mary Jo Quinn of Blessed Trinity, and Kim 
Paul of the Blackfeet Tribal Nation for this panel moderated by SALAM 
Coordinator Kelcie Murphy.

“Me and the Mosque” tells the story of a Canadian Muslim woman 
challenging the prevailing views about male dominance in her faith 
community. In our discussion following the film, we’ll talk about 
emerging trends in Islamic feminism and changing views on women in 
Islamic culture at large.

PhD candidate Diana Diakow specializes in linguistic psychoanalysis, 
developmental psychology, and Arabic. She combines these areas of 
expertise in advancing the status of Muslim refugees in Iraq and Kurd-
istan. Join Diana in understanding how religion and cultural identity 
affect refugees’ wellbeing.

Come study the elegant shapes of the Arabic letters and Islamic art’s 
non-representative forms. After this workshop you will be able to write 
important Islamic concepts, names, and words in Arabic!

Faith and Climate Action
Faith and Climate Action Montana is participating in the 2019 legislative season by contacting state legislators 
and committees. Both as a group and individually, we are reaching out to our representatives to let them know 
we care about the future of our communities and our planet. 
If you want to get involved, you can:
• Attend a meeting. We meet on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month from 12-1pm at Emmaus House.
• Join our email list to get community updates. Go to faithandclimateactionmontana.weebly.com to subscribe.
• Contact your legislators! All state legislators’ contact info is available at leg.mt.gov/legislator-information.
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Winter Retreat

From February 8-10th, twelve members of the Emmaus Campus Ministry packed into three cars 
and headed for a relaxing weekend at Georgetown Lake. Half the time the gang spent time resting 
in our cozy little cabin, playing games, and listening to some Dolly Parton. The other half was spent 
enjoying some outdoor recreation from cross-country skiing to ice skating to sledding in the dark! 
With the cold, long winter still upon us, it was nice to have a weekend to get away from Missoula, 
reflecting on ourselves and our futures. We all discussed our different life paths, and how those 
paths shape and will shape our lives moving forward.
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Outreach Worship

Outreach team leading worship

Alishka & Leonard lead the children’s sermon

Smiles in the snow

This semester, Emmaus students led 
worship at Our Redeemer’s Lutheran 

Church in Helena and St. Paul Lutheran 
Church in Missoula.



6

Non-Profit Org.
US Postage

PAID
Missoula

59801 
Permit No. 143

EMMAUS
CAMPUS MIN ISTRY
538 University Avenue
Missoula MT 59801

“Like” us on Facebook!
Emmaus Campus Ministry at the  
University of Montana.

NOTE:  Forwarding addresses and returned 
newsletters cost the ministry $0.50 each. 
If you have an address change or wish to stop 
receiving newsletters or receive e-news instead, 
please contact us at ecmumt@gmail.com or 
(406) 549-7821 to update your information.
Thank you for your help in minimizing this 
expense!

Emmaus remains a solvent ministry because of many volunteers and the 
gracious giving of the Montana Synod, partner congregations, and individual 
donors. Your help makes a big difference!

Volunteer: We have a very active building and grounds crew who do most 
of the repairs and maintenance of our two buildings. Later this fall we will 
be insulating the main floor of Emmaus House. New volunteers are always 
welcome!

Cook a meal: We offer one meal per week to our student group which is 
usually cooked by fellow students. Having a guest cook and participant is a 
welcome gift!

Sponsor a student for the San Francisco spring break trip.

Thrivent Choice Dollars: We are blessed with donors who direct their 
Thrivent Choice Dollars to Emmaus. This is a great way for Thrivent 
members to support us!

Thrivent Action Team Grants: We also have many events coming up that 
would work perfectly for a Thrivent Action Team grant of $250. If you are a 
Thrivent member you get two grants per year to apply for. Please consider 
us when choosing your grant recipients for 2019.

Donate using the enclosed blue envelope or with Paypal on our website at 
ecmum.org.

Ways to Support Emmaus

Return Service Requested


