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UPCOMING EVENTS
At a Glance

Spring Break in Vancouver, 
B.C. (March 13-21)
Our immersive service and 
learning trip will focus on 
homelessness, indigenous rights, 
religion, immigration, culture 
and LGBTQ+ justice, with time for 
exploring and relaxing too

Climate Conversations
March 24 An Ark for the 
Anthropocene: Retelling Biblical 
Narratives for Contemporary 
Concerns
April 28 Native Worldviews and 
Perspectives on Direct Action to 
Protect Our Planet
May 26 In Praise of Trees: Allies 
and Witnesses

Diversity Book Studies
March 1 “Dear Church: A Love 
Letter from a Black Preacher to the 
Whitest Congregation in America” 
by Lenny Duncan 
March 29 “Transforming: The 
Bible and the Lives of Transgender 
Christians” by Austen Hartke
Transforming author Austen Hartke 
will join us for these events:
April 20 LGBTQ+ Ally Training 
and “Scripture: Using the Bible to 
Frame Inclusion”
April 21 Transgender Stories and 
Call to Action

Emmaus Year-End Banquet
April 29, 6-8 pm, UCC
We hope you can join us!

Re-Framing Who We  Are
By John Lund
When I am with church people and especially clergy and 
church staff, I find us using churchy words within conversations 
to describe what we believe or how we understand a situation. 
We might use phrases such as “proclaim the Gospel,” “live 
into God’s Grace,” “God is good,” “pilgrimage,” “deepen my 

relationship with Christ,” “Grace alone,” “law and gospel,” “Jesus saves,” 
“keep the faith,” “Christ be with you,” “theology of the Cross,” “a season of …,” 
“atonement,” “life everlasting or eternal life,” “I feel so blessed,” “community of 
faith,” “forgiveness of sins,” “righteous living,” “saint and sinner,” “redemption,” 
and so on. For us on the inside these phrases carry deep meaning and often 
signify a significant theological or relational truth that we might hold dearly.  
Imagine, however, how these words sound to someone who is on the 
outside. Or someone who grew up in the church but now is not sure if they 
even believe in God. Or maybe they don’t believe in heaven or hell and don’t 
feel like they need Jesus to save them from anything. Or perhaps someone 
who doesn’t want to associate with people who are anti-gay or anti-science 
or are against immigrants.  
More and more, the phrases and words come across as a foreign language, 
but often with more negative than positive connotations. This is hard for me 
as a pastor who loves this language and loves to talk about these concepts 
and who still thinks they are important. I am tempted to try to teach everyone 
the language with the hope that if people just understood, they would love 
it also. Perhaps, once in a while, on occasion, that is true. But the deeper 
truth is that I, and all of us in the church, need to translate and reframe our 
language and our story if we want to connect and be relevant to an ever-
more secular world.  
So, here is some homework for you (and me). Try to describe our faith 
tradition without using any of the phrases or words above. You can use the 
words Jesus and God, maybe once each. What would you say?  I think about 
that first group of disciples and the early church, living as occupied people 
under the oppression of the Roman Empire and among many who wanted 
a revolution. Theirs was an alternative movement of resistance, belonging, 
and caretaking that gave dignity and meaning to all people. 

(continued on page 5)
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STAFF

Rev. John Lund 
ELCA Campus Pastor 

(406) 396-4974 
john.lund@mso.umt.edu

Kristen Comstock 
Administrator 

(406) 549-7821 
ecmumt@gmail.com

Lexie Pickett
Development & Alumni Relations

Abby Lynes
Confluence

Sydney Bollinger
Faith & Climate Action

Megan Kleen
Gabe Gilbertson
Outreach Worship

Emmaus Campus Ministry is a ministry of 
ELCA Lutherans in partnership with the 

Episcopalians and United Church of Christ. 
We are a Reconciled in Christ Ministry, 

welcoming students of all perspectives and 
identities.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Allen Sasser-Goehner (President), 
  Immanuel
Allison De Jong, Our Savior’s
Barb Christian, UCC
Barb Morrison, Holy Spirit Episcopal
Dave Dickman (Treasurer), St. Paul
Deb Lutes, St. Paul
Rev. Eric Huseth, Our Savior’s
Lee Christianson, Atonement
Patrick Dye (Secretary), Atonement
Phil Guay, UCC

Confluence aims to be a space where people of 
all ages and backgrounds can find community, 
reframe the Christian story away from narratives 
of oppression, and act on issues that matter. So far 
we’ve discussed topics like colonization, how the 
Bible informs our sense of place in the natural world, and race 
-- we don’t shy away from the hard stuff. Coming up, we’ll host 
book studies on race and trans issues in the church. 

Join us every Sunday at UCC from 6 to 8 p.m. for good food 
and good conversation. This is a faith-based group, however, 
the fourth Sunday of the month is our action and community 
organizing night, and that is designed to be more friendly to 
people coming from secular points of view.

We hope you’ll join us! Email confluencemsla@gmail.com 
for more information. Updates can be found on Facebook at 
confluencemsla or on Instagram at confluence.missoula.

Join Emmaus on May 21st for a night of inspiration 
as we share in the life-giving work of MIC. 

Father Greg Boyle, S.J., will be in Missoula for the annual fundraiser.
Father Boyle is the Founder of Homeboy Industries in Los Angeles, 
the largest rehabilitation and re-entry program in the world. In the 
face of law enforcement tactics, suppressive criminal justice policies, 
and mass incarceration as the means to end gang violence, he and 
community members adopted what was a radical approach at the 
time: treat gang members as human beings. 

Father Boyle is the author of a 2010 New York Times Bestseller, Tat-
toos on the Heart: The Power of Boundless Compassion. His 2017 book 
Barking to the Choir: The Power of Radical Kinship is a Los Angeles 
Times Bestseller. He has received the California Peace Prize and was 
inducted into the California Hall of Fame. In 2014, the White House 
named Father Boyle a “Champion of Change”.

We are hosting several tables so please contact us 
if you’d like to attend.
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By Ben Peterson
We are one body, 
united in Christ, 
but sometimes 
we don’t have 
the chance to 

experience new kinds of worship 
because we meet the same people 
every week, and we listen to the 
same pastor every week. There’s 
nothing wrong with that. We love 
and cherish our church families, 
and they love and cherish us too, 
but there is something to be said for experiencing new things and hearing new perspectives. That’s what we at Emmaus 
are doing with our outreach program. We go to new congregations regularly both to meet the congregations, and to in-
troduce them to perspectives that they might not get to hear from very often. We have a set group that we send out every 
month, and other members of our community will often join us.
One of the most fulfilling parts of these trips is getting to introduce new music into the congregation and getting to hear 
music that I haven’t experienced before in my church life. Music has always been a very large part of the churchgoing ex-
perience, and we all have our favorites. I love getting to show my favorites to the people that we get to visit and getting to 
hear their favorites. I’ve gotten more than 
one piece of sheet music from them that I 
plan on using in the future.
But maybe the most important part of our 
ministry is the perspective that we can 
bring to the congregation. We’re young. 
The oldest among us (that isn’t Pastor 
John) is 25. We think about things differ-
ently and about different things than many 
of the people in the church families that we 
visit. There are many discussions that can 
and should take place in the church about 
what we can do and what we should be 
doing, and we hope to make those discus-
sions happen in a safe, inviting place, like 
the church that you call home.
We hope you’ll have us.

OUtreach Worship
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What’s Happening
Monthly 
gatherings 
on the 
intersection 
of climate 
change and spirituality.

Climate Conversations

March 24 An Ark for the Anthropocene: 
Retelling Biblical Narratives for 
Contemporary Concerns 
led by Nancy Menning, 6-8 pm at Har 
Shalom

April 28 Native Worldviews and 
Perspectives on Direct Action to Protect 
Our Planet
led by Rosalyn LaPier; 6-8 pm at 
Atonement Lutheran

May 26 In Praise of Trees: Allies and 
Witnesses
led by Gary Hawk, 6-8 pm at University 
Congregational Church

Dinner provided. Childcare available if 
requested in advance.

faithandclimateactionmt@gmail.com

Diversity Book Studies
Transforming: The Bible and the 
Lives of Transgender Christians

By Austen Hartke

Book discussion will be
Sunday, March 29

6-8 pm at UCC
(405 University Ave.)

Dinner Provided

Transforming author Austen Hartke will join us for these events: 

April 20 First United Methodist Church
5-7 pm LGBTQ+ Ally Training 101 & Advanced Ally Training
Come build a framework that will help you better understand your 
LGBTQI2A siblings in Christ!
7-8 pm Scripture: Using the Bible to Frame Inclusion 
Let’s get together to move our theology from the hypothetical to the 
practical, and to make full inclusion of all God’s children a reality.

April 21 Transgender Stories and Call to Action
5:30-7 pm (light refreshments served at 5)
University of Montana UC Ballroom
Austen Hartke shares his story as a Christian transman and leads 
a panel of local transgender individuals in discussing the national 
crisis they face in terms of violence, limited access to health services, 
and a lack of community support and awareness.

And mark your calendars!

Brought to you by Emmaus Campus Ministry and 
Five-Valley ELCA Lutheran Inclusive Task Force
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Dear Friend of Emmaus, 
We invite you to join us for live music and a festive meal as 

Year-End 
Banquet

Questions?

(continued from page 1)
Maybe that is a start for me. We don’t 
live as occupied people, but we do 
live in an empire of sorts, driven by 
corporate power and greed that 
leaves many people powerless, 
lonely, or otherwise left out and at a 
time when our planet is in peril. Here 
is a first shot:
My church is a community that is 
grounded in the dignity of all people 
and the preciousness of all life. It is 
a place to come as you are to be 
real and connect and talk about the 
important things of life. This group is 
inspired by Jesus and actively resists the impulses and powers of self-absorption, greed, cynicism, fear, contempt, 
poverty, bullying, oppression and the destruction of our planet. We do this by building genuine relationships, holding 
space for stories, embracing art and music, clarifying values, living with a vision of possibility for the future, building 
collective power, and trying to be a force of goodness in the world.
What do you think? Maybe you have a different idea? I would love to see it! Please let me know at 
john.lund@mso.umt.edu.
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Ways to Support Emmaus
Volunteer  Contact Pastor John to sign up for our building and grounds crew. If you are interested in
other types of volunteer work, please contact Kristen at ecmumt@gmail.com and we will find a way to
utilize your unique gifts!

Cook a meal  We offer dinner each week on Wednesday nights which is usually cooked by fellow
students. We also offer meals each Sunday night for the Confluence community. Having a guest cook
and participant is a welcome gift!

Sponsor a student for the Vancouver, B.C. spring break trip.

Thrivent Action Team Grants  If you are a Thrivent member you can apply for two $250 grants each
year. We can find ways to use as many as people can offer! Please call or email Pastor John if you
would like to support us in this way.

Thrivent Choice Dollars  We are blessed with donors who direct their Thrivent Choice Dollars to
Emmaus. This is a great way for Thrivent members to support us!

Monthly direct deposit  We now have several donors who are willing to set up a monthly direct 
deposit as a way to support Emmaus. It is a wonderful way to have steady and consistent donations!

Donate via mail or on our website at ecmum.org.


